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Ve are your local chandler. We carry a wide range of
chandlery for the dinghy sailor, including Keviar and
Specira ropes. wire standing and running rigging. Wire
to rope splicing a speciality. Discounts for WSC
members.

You can walk, drive or sail to Cabin Yacht Stores!

Open all Saturday, also Sunday mornings.
Tel: 01634 718020
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Manry of you already know, but | regret kaving to tell you all, that John
Yoo died on Boxing Day. He had been ill for a yvear or 30, and sadly
iost his batile against the iliness. John was a self effacing, private
man, who had looked after the safety boats for over a decade, cammying
out lots of work during the week (gs does our new Bosun incidentally)
50 a lot of members probably never knew him, or what he did,

W will mizs John and hiz guiet manner enormously, and send his wifa
and daughler all our condolences,

Your nenw Bosun Paul Heather is continuing the struggle with the mator
boats, and is establishing a pattern of working down at the club on
Tuesdays and Thursdays, If vou can spare time on any Tuesday and
Thursday to help him it will be so appreciated, even if its fo put some
paint on, clear up ar just 1o make him a cup of lea

Viany soan we will have to sort the Duty Lists out and allocate mambers
to jobs and dates. This year we have nol gat a Duty List Secretary.
The last one was driven out, as were some of her predecessors, by
the disgraceful altifude of some members. If you are down on the list
{o do a duty, it Is YOUR responsibility o do |, or armange a swap or
stand in, it i vour fellow members you are letting down. s no good
just lefting someane know, wa must have a person 1o do the duty,

The AGM is an 16th February, at the club, pleese come. Its nice to
know you suppor us, or if you don'l, corme and tell us what you think

And finaly, tha season is not far away now, have a good yvear and iels
hope for some batter winds this time. | hope to be getting back into the:
Tasar this year, 50 look out. I'll be dead rusty after 19 months off,
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The News page geis updated approximalely monthly and sometimas
mare frequantly. If you have any iterm which you would like to put on
that page pleass e-mail or felephone me. This a ussful placa to inform
membears of any changes or additions to the programmae or to remind
people of imminant events.

Tha Events page has the complete 2001 programme. This is always
the first place available 1o all mambers (at least &l of vou who have
ntermal accass) o have the programme published each year. So you
do not have to wait for the annual Sailing Programme and Duty List
booklel to find out the dates of races, training courses and other
evenis. This is aleo kapt up to date throughout the year with any
additions or amendments to the programme.

Two of the changes | hoped to do last year but never got round to are
& revamp of the home page and the addition of a Junior page. The
latter would have details of the Volvo/RYA race training schame and
how we as Volvo/RYA Champion Ciub link in to the Zone and Natlonal
sfjuads and also varicus items and photographs of interest to the
younger membars of the club. Hopefully this year | will be abla to
make Hme do this.

Finally | would like to thank the members who have laken the troubis
to paint oul the errors and omissions when they have occurred (1 do
make mistekes) and made suggestions for improvaments. i Is also
good 1o hear from members who have looked al other clubs' sites and
say how much better ours is. | would like to think our web site |s
amongst the best both for usefulness to dub members and as an

Layv W_}’m advertisernant and information sourse to potential new members.
R T _ Howewver, | alone, cannot judge that. So please do keep providing
WILSONIAN SAILING CLUB Hoo, Kent 01634 250318 i feedback and suggestions.
COMMODORE |20 Wyatt 01689 851062 | -
| SECRETARY Bob Jones o134 Ti91as | ’ Peler Horner
| (40 Stangate Road, Strood, Kent ME2 2TU) pl
| MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY Patricia Monarsifie 0181 8535397 |
SAILING SBECEETARY Brian Lamb Di622 741123 |
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Az my time as Ssiling Secretary draw s to its end and, hopefully, | can
paes the responsiblility and fles on, | would like o pay ribute fo all
fhose members who work tineleashy to keap our club running - few
rescabve alither the recognition or even the thanks they richly deseve.
Althaugh we do have some members who ane as quick 1o complain
and criticise as they are slow o velunteer to help overcome difficulties,
| have always bean imprassed by the majority of members who are
abways willing o help oul when necessary and who do fully support the
commitiae members running the club.

Whalever happens, I'l sill be around mast Sundays and happy to chal

&s long as | can gat my boat in the water before the Preparatory flag
gons upl

Briav Lamdr-

Wayfarer 10204 - Final Gambol.

hitp://wilsonian.mariner.co.uk

This iz & brief update on the web site. | have several idess to improve
the site bt have not made any significant changes over recent months
dus fo lack of spare time. Howevear | have tried 1o keep tha
information reasonably up-io-date.

Usually the Results pages are updated the same dsy or within twa to
three days of 2 one off rece or regatta (2.g. lce Breaker, Topper Opan)
or within one to four weeks of the finigh of & club saries (e.Q. Spring
Points Series). The latter is variable as | depend upon the fleat
caplans publizhing the final results on the results notice board in the
clubhouse, | therefore request again that fleel captains or fleet
represeniatives please put resulls on the nolice board as soon as
possible after each seres. If you can e-mall ma the resuits they will
get anto the web-site even quicker
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Happy New Yaar to everyona May | start by ghving my thanks to all
the Housa Cammitiae and everyone else who has helped over the |ast
season, My thanks also goss to Brian Ward whose sausages and
burgers wa enjoy every week. He also supplied us with the beef for
Mew Years Eve which want very well down in numbers from the previ-
ous year but never the less we all had a good time.

The annual Dinner and Prize Giving was also a great success, we had
a disco for & changa and the dance floor was never clear, 8o | think
that tells you it was a good choice,

| lock forward to sesing you all again this season and hope the weather
is a little kinder to you for salling. Once again many thanks.

Pasw Smithv

Members Present
lan Whatt (Commodore) and 40 otfwr members were present.

Apologies for Absence:

| Apologies wera recedved from P Absclon, A & P Heather, B & T Sims, D
&F Tozer, G & B Warwick, 3 \Wyatt.

| Election of Trustes:
! lan Wyatt explained that this special meeting had been called because
| Philip Holmes, one of our longest serving members and a respectad

Trusiee, had died. The ciub rules require that we have four Trustees. The |
Club's Officers have found a suitable willing candidate, Bemard Smith.

Me one had any questions. The proposal “That Bemard Smith be
appointed as a Trustes of the Wilsonian Sailing Club” was then valad on

For ALL
Against MIL
Ahafentions ML

Bernard Smith was thensfore declared elected and the meeting closed.
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What's Going On!

The and of ona year and the start of the next. With this 3134 should be
the agenda for our AGM. Each year | invite mambars to be nominatad
o help run the club. Most years we do not get many coming farwand
although we always get lots of help when we ask forit. Come to this
year's AGM and have your say in what wa ane doing.

As reponed elsewhers in this issus John Yeo, aur Bosun for fourtaan
years died on Boxing Day. Mat only did he do & magnificent job for &l
inat time; he always had a cheerful word for everyone. We all will
miss him,

The Sailing Programme is nearly complete. WSC will be running the
Madway Regattz (dinghy section} using our money but keaping any
surplice. This weskend comprises four races, sterting from our line,
and has many oulsiders racing. The Miracles will also be competing
for their Southern Area championships, Lots of reasans for you to
competedth and 15" July. We are also providing the race
managament for Hoo Freezer on 247 and 25" Fabruary.

The Clubhouse is progressing.  The floors in the old changing rooms
and toilets are currently being relayed with quarry tiles with proper
drainage. The partition bebween Gents and Ladies changing will be
put into its new position which approximately doubles the Ladias
changing area. At present Leander is in Gents charging ares for
major woodwork, bui should be removed outside again in March,

The extension roof - the balcony 15 now usable and gives a
magnificent wiew of the rver and the stars [ finishes. When the
balcony was first used Pam Smith presented |lan Wyatl with a directors
chalr with “Commodore” on the back in recogrition of the work lan has
put imto the extension.,

Evan though we are in the closed season the clubhouse is in use
regularly. For the first time all the fieets are having their winter socials
in fhe clubhouse.

The firsf winter work party was very well attended and all echeduled
jobs excapt the track from letter box to car park (loo muddy to work
on) were completed, One job being progressad is to install a bulk
diezal tank at rear of clubhouss 5o we will then get diessl deliverad by
lorry and pump it 1o the new generator instead of the labour intansive
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We may have to delay the publication of the Members' handbook so
that we can include any |est-minute changes the (SAF might maks to
Zailing Instructions. The Fleat starts will remain as for 2000, with
Junhors and Siow Handicap starting with the Mirecles. Discussion has
started about recrganising the Fast and Medium Handicaps and,
provided we can sort things out early enough, we may amend the star
procedure [ater in the season - if you are in either the Fast or Medium
fieets, please make sure you find out what is going to ba changed and
lel evarvone knows your views on thoss proposed changes

it s=ems from discussions at Sailing Committes meetings that most
members prefer Series racing 1o handicap events - the programme
{herefore provides the full ten races per Series with only one Saries to
be reduced should the Sowh Kenl have o be re-raced

We are planning a club cruise on the August Bank Holiday Monday.
Wie are hoping to get to or near Faversham, stopoing for lunch and a
drink at a pub, then retuming with the tide to the club. Further details
will be published later in the yvear. If this proves successul, we may
arganise more such events in the futura.

Leander s having a complete refit during the winter, with almost all itz
woodwork replaced. |t is infended that she be fitted out as a commitiee
boat 20 that Race Officers will find & easier to orgarise commities boat
starts this year, So make sure that you get down to fhe club a kttle
earlier for major races o allow time to get to the gar i {'s further
down the river than usual|

Roy Winnett has kindly agreed to run another 5-Race Regatta on 5"
August - an excellent way of practising your committes boat starts!

Thare has baen guite a lot of discussion recenfly abowd altemative
methads of handicapping boats in mixad fleets, so we are going to Iry
some alternative method, probably Tor the South Kent (287 Julv).
Further detlails will be published nearer the time.

It would appear that the Blockhouse is moving, or rather sinking, so we
will reed to make regular chacks during the season to ensume thal the
Raca Officers line corespands to the ons the competitors are wsing!
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Another season gone (my third and, I'm hoping, last as Salling
Secretany} with plans well on the way for the next. The Sailing
Programma Is more or less sorted and yes, I've double-checked the
tide times (| can't halp itif floods and whatrnots mean thal the ides
don't follow the fimes I've been given), and yes, I'm assuming that we
will have dacant winds cccasionally (if it's not the Race Officar's faull,
then it must be mine) and I'd better get my boat ready or 'l miss
another start

2000 Season

The 2000 seascn must be ane of the worst weathansisa for a long
time, with moere abandoned races, not to mention ones which should
have been abendoned, than | can ever ramember since | joined YWST.
This in part axpiains why the average tumout was slightly down on
previous years (27.5 compared with 29.5 for 1959), along with the
slight drop in mambarship. However, | have been very pleased with
the genaeral improvement in Racs Management, for which | would like
fo thank all those of you who worked hard to ensure that rading was
managed 50 sfficiently. | would also like o thank all those safety crews
who voluniesred 1o do extra duties and also did their parl in ensuring
we offered good, safe racing to all our members throughout the
sESEOn.

| have been particularly pleased to se2 20 many youngsters and
newcomers oul racing and | look forward to watching their continuing
progress this year - | hope they don't spend every wesekend at other
events, aven though they seem o be increasingly disparaging abouwt
my own seiling compatence!

The club now organises and helps to run several Open events with
warying success, from neary 50 antries for the Topper Open to no
vigitors al all for the Cresks Race| Hopefully our growing reputation
and perhapa more favourable weather will improve things yet further
this yaar!

2001 Season

There are no major changes proposed for the new aeason, apart fram
adopting the new RYA-approved starting sequance we tried out during
the Frosthite (5, 4. 1 inslead of tha 6. 5. 1 system we used (35t yvaar).
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current method. f you cannot get to your scheduled work party thea
last main one ison 7° March, Thers are also several small ones to do
spacific jobe - contact lan Wyatt (clubhouse) Colin Treadwell (general),
or Paul Haather (safely boal work).

Renewals are looking good with twice as many renewing as same time
lest year, with fewer resignations to date. One reliring member,
Patrick Reid, has donated his Wayfarer, complete with two sets salls,
new combination trolleyArailer and two lighting baards.

As | sald at the start anciher yaar, 5000 - Happy New Yearl

Bolb Jones

JOHN YEO

JOHN Yeo was the Wilsonian Bosun from 1866 until
he resigned due to Il health in the last twelve months.

Although John had major surgery the cancer continued
to spread and John died on Boxing Day, 26th
Decembear 2000,

His funeral af Medway Crematorium saw so many well

wighars they only just managed to squeeze into the
chapel. The priest from the hospice John had been in
for his last days conducted the lovely sarvice.

At both John and the Family’s request donations to
RHLI (Sheemess). instead of flowers, were made.
Janet Yeo has said donations hava now exceeded
£1000.
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Safety on the Medway

Following recent discussions at Eailing Committes mestings
concemning safety, | thought that a few personal comments might be
useful, especially to those who may not yet have had experience of
probiems when racing. For many of vou, most of what | have writien
will be abvious, although please get back top me if you disagree with
anything. Throughout this article, my emphasis s on what you can do
to imiprove safety when saiing.

Evervone knows that you must wear 'adequale buoyancy' al all limes,
that is, a buoyancy aid which will support you fully when In the water. If
you have never actually been in the water wearing one, | stronghy
recommend you try, preferably on a nice warm summer's day - you'll
s0on see howw difficult it is to even swim, You'll also nofice how
important is it to make sure vou buoyency sid is firndy etiached to yvour
body,

After your personal buoyancy, your next most important item of safety
equipment is your baat, 50 you must be absolutely confident that it will
remain affoat when capsized, Don't wait uniil you capsize in a race 1o
check this, test it in front of the cub near tha shore an & nice day.
Make sure you have a suiteble towing ling and paddle aboard, both are
required by the club, and It's usatul to canry an anchor foo if you can.

Clathing is anothar vital factor - ghuayz ar on the sde of caution when
dressing up for racing - shorts and T-shirs ane fine on & warm
summer's day with & light bresze, bt after a capsize you could end up
with hypothermia as that vind freezes your body, | shways tske an
extra woolly of sweatshin as wall ag a waterprood to keep the wind off.

S0, you're ready to set off - | assume that evenything on your boat is
working perfectly and ready for racing. You kmow there are a couple of
safety boals around to keep an aye on you all, but vou akso know that,
for somea of tha race st least, they will be cut of your sight, especially
as the boals spread out along the river.

It iz therafore important for you to undarstand that you have
responsibilties, not onky for vour own safely, but for the safety of your
fellow-recers. Agread, you ara trying your bast to beat them, and a
boat ahead which is in trauble is another place youve gained, but you
have a duty 1o ansura that, if 2 safely boat is not stending by, you keep
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Medium Handicap Report

This year's zailing s2ason has come and gone without really getiing
going. There was a slow start with only 14 boats in the spring seres
rising to 25 boats in the autumn series. Competition has been close
with a couple of saries going down to the last racs.

| must also mention that Andraw Smith and Justin Sluce (Laser) and
Malcolm levey (Phantom) have been atiending Cpens, promoting the
Wilscnian nams,

For those who fancy Winter sailing, Bough Beech are holding their
lcicle series starfing 21 January for 4 weaks,

Our Fleet evening tock place on 13 January combined with the fast
handicap. | have decided to stand down as fleet captain for the
coming season, hopefully our new fleet captain will have been electad!

Neil Lamprell

| thowght that | would never get enough copy - and then a whiole load
of articles arrived in the |ast two days before the deadiine. This always
nappens! Maybe | should be more creative when setting the deadline.

This Issue demonslrates the range of activities that Wisonlan mem-
bers get up to. ¥We go skiing, ravel o regattas abroad, have regular
fleal socials, are involved with the Scouting movemant and maintain
our wabsite. Ve are a thriving club, but it's warth remeambering what
we owe [o members past who worked hard (o create facilities we now
enjoy. Can anyone wiite more arlicles about past club exploits?

A reminder - thene are two issues to go before 8 new aditor is requirad!

PaulAbsolow

188 Church Street Cliffe Rochester Kent MEZ TOE
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Fast Handicap Report

This years sailing has again as always been an exciting one. The closs
racing hat we have experenced has sesn races won and kost by
seconds on many oocasions. Tony Humt in the firetall has dominated
the Nest along with Martin Jones in his Contender ang David Mason In
the Lasar 4000 in the Sirong winds, whilst the lighter winds have been
domination by Ghais Ashby and John Parsons in the RS400 class
along with the Osprey sailors

Hard work fram many sailors this year, some even giving up thair
sailing o help, has meant that we have zeen 3 dramatic improvemend
to the facilities at the club, When the new season starts | am sure that
wi will all benefit dramatically from these changes. | think that a
special thank you should go to all people involved, especially lan
Wyall who did not seem to siop working on the extension even for a
iir;gle weskend. VWhen we see lan | think that we owe him a pint or

Linfortunately my time as fleet captain has been brought to an end due
1o rmy refocation {o the midlands, However, belng veeak willed | am
unable (o give up salling on the Medway completely, and will be
making tha odd hﬁe!meearanue in what |coks likely o be an RS700.

If you fancy the job of looking after our fleet, please contact Brian
Lami or mysalf tﬂ'{h’dﬂd what's Involved.

| will book forwant o se ng you all again in April and welcoming any
newcomens. | am sure that this years salling will prove even batter
that the last. | )

Chriy Masow |

T
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an eye on them and, if necessary, slop racing to help them out if
necessary - il you do, you can claim ‘redress’ so you don't lose your
position in the race, Onone cccasion af Bough Beech, the entire
WanyTarer flesl slopped racing until a youngster was rescued then
sorted out their original positions before continuing to race. OFf courss,
this applies to anyone you seg, racing or cruiging, while on the river.

Capsizes usually occur for one of the following reasons - (2) crew
arror, (b)) mechanical fallure or (c) severe weather condifions. If (a) is
the causa, then get the boat up and carry on sailing, making sure You
leamn from your mistake. If (D) is the cause, check quickly to sseif you
can rapair the damage - if you can't then drop the main (and
spinnaker) befora you try to nghl the boat - that way, you'll find it
easiar to right and everyone will know you've stopped racing and
require assistance, Finally, if the cause of your capsize is (¢}, after you
have made sure that both of you ane OF and once you have the miast
flat on the water, ask yoursell if you have any chance of righting the
boat and carmying on racing - if everyone else around you has also
capsized, chances are you won' siay up very long! In that case, get
your sails down before you right the boat avd sail & best you can on
jib andy.

Al this stage, remember that the safaty boats may well be
averwhalmed with boats capsized all around and will be trying to find
out who I2 in real irouble - they will only be concanned with rescuing
people, not with picking up boats (ihey will have been instrucied {o
make sure everyone iz sale and accounted for before even
considering returning io tow back abandoned Boats).

Having already filled two pages of the magazine, | realize thal there's s
great deal | have missed out, so maybe V'l write another articks in tha
naxt 314 | hope that, having read this aricls, you'll gel back to me
with vour comments and views, all of which will, | hope, make for safer
=ailing for us afl.

Briovv Lamdr

t the new 'Capsize makes Perfect' Champlon for 200411)
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From the Archives

How many of us, as we park our car in the car park and walk down the 2000 Season prize-winners

concrete track to the dinghy park, think about those members that )

made this possible? Before the winter of 197374 you could not hava Epring Seres: ) )

done this. There was no car park, the irack weas vestigial and there Gold Fleet 3785 David & Jackie Hudson

was a pond where the clubhouse is now. Silver Fleet 2420 Lesley & Natalie O'Rourke
Bronze Fleet 263  Chris Vincent-Bernet

These photographs were taken on Sunday 17 and Wednesday 27

March 1874, at two work parties which must have been just a small Summer AM Series:

part of the work required. | understand that the wnole cperation was Gold Fleet 3T22  Colin & Laursn Treadwall

masterminded by Sam, which | have taken to mean Sam Brookes, but Silver Fleet 2420 Lesley & Natalie O'Rourke

no doubt someone will write in and comect me If ['m wrong! | cannot Bronze Fleat 3718 Chris & Nina Waliis

remembar how they arrived at the Editor's desk now, but at some time summer PM Series:

Gold Fleet 3722 Colin & Lauren Treadwall
Siiver Fleet 2420 Lesley & Nalalie O'Rourke

The car park, before it was one. Bronze Fleet 263  Chria Vinceni-Bannett
Taksn from the south east comer, .
below the gate, looking west. Autumn Series:

Gold Fleat 805 Pater Homer & David Brocker
Silver Flest 2420 Lesley & Natalie O'Rourke
Bronze Fleet 3718 Chris & Mina Wallis

Steadiast Trophy 1502 Chris & David Charriman
Bast Improver 263  Chris Vincent-Bennett

Taken at the same time, looking
narthwards up the track to the car

park. This shot is taken from the Well done to everyone who entered each Sedies and Club avent, and
spot where foday, the “short cut” congratulations to the above prize-winners, particularly to Lesley for
path leavas the concrete track near her “clean-sweep™ in the Silver Fleet.

the top.

To conclude, | wish yvou all an enjoyable season in lerms of both
sailing and socially.

Colivw Treadwells

Takan from the same spof 28 tha
phoio above, but looking south west
dowm ihe track.
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MIRACLE FLEET NEWS

This report will be much shorer than the last one (‘thank goodness for
that” | hear everyone cry!h, Apart from having less to report on, the
fingars are sfill sore fraom the |ast one, ['ve left rmy repor a tad iale and
| am informed that space in this edifion of the magazine is at a
pramium this time around. That's good (o hear.

Autumn Series Results

1=t 3806 Peter Horner and David Brookear
2nd 3795 David & Jackie Hudson

3ed 3722 Colin & Lauren Treadwell

dih 2420  Lesley & Matalie O'Rourkea

Sth 3737 Marin Smith & Mike Groom

{14 entries in tolal)
Koy Events and Dates for 2001

March 31 Chinesa mesl(detais to follow)

April 28 Taplow Lake Open Meeting

Junel@i1y Inkand Areas at Rutland Waler

June 30 Ercadstalrs Open Meating

July 14715 Southem Areas at Wilsonian (Medway Regatta)
July 28 Lancng Opan Meeting

August 4-10 Mational Championships at Plymaouth

September B Crawdey Mariners Cpen Meeting
Sept. 15/18 Midiand Aress at Draycote

Cruias
The Club s ceganising a cruise this year to Faversham Creek,
Social

27 people enjoyed the Tenpin bowling evening &1 Gravesend on 11
MNowvarmbar.

Thanks to everyone who returned the Social Questionnaine.  This will
be used as the basis for organising our social adfivities for the
foresesable future. By the time you read thiz articls discussions would
have bean held at the Flest Evening and plans putin place a5 a resull,
Details will be advised in due course. Thanks to Chris Cherriman for
organisgng and planning the guestionnaire.
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they were forwarded on theair journey by Barry Cann, another very active
member from the past.

The scope of the work must have bean anommous and it was mogtly done by
gpade and shovel. A drainage ditch was dug around the 1op and side of what
ig now the car park, and this area was made more level.

Then the frack down through the woods was cleared and leveled. [t had mone
bends in it then - the route from the car park started at the point wheare, today,
wa have 3 small “short cut” path that leads from near the top of the concrete
frack to the car park. | bedieve the Fire Brigade made us stralghten |t when the
club house was bullt, to help fire engines gain access in an emergency|

At what i= now the first bend in the
track going down (then it was the
second bend). It's hard to imaging
driving down thisl

Taken from behind whera the
clubhouse is today. In the fencing
on the left we now hava tha side

gata to the dinghy park and the
bk,

Wiol, no clubhouse! Hera is the
pond. It looks a ftle small for
fishing. Ten years after it was
drained and filled, we bullt our

clubhousa hera....
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Tha work on the track appears 10 have been substandial - the area
where the double band slill ks foday was manually built up with clay
ard then chestnut staves ware dhdven in o stablise the area from
dippage. | wonder if they are still there, undemeath the concreta!

Tha pond (It must be the mark of a raal “Old Wilsonian® to ramamber
the pondl) had to be drained by laying piich fibre pipes. These were
imid in the dinghy park, somewhere near whare the barbeque is naw.
The siream that filed it had 1o be diverted by digging & channel. Farl
af this channel is still visible, cutside the dinghy park on the upstream
side, and indeed often stll has water fiowing though it. Then the pond
was filled in by the mechanical digger.

The dinghy park. The blockhauss
doas not seem fo have changed
greathy.

Taken from the shore in front of the
blockhouse, looking west. It is
possible 1o see that none of the bulkt
up concrete base that people walk
along today existad then.

Taken from whers the clubholss is
today. | think the frees on the lefi
and the right are =il there, but the
anes in the middla have gona.
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short gondola Iift ride to the
centre where we hired lockers
io store our skl equipment
Immediately under the ski
lifts. Adrian's Land Rover
Discovery was useful fiar
transporing the gear at the beginning and end of the week,

Tha party =plit into four ressonably competent skiers who were able to
range over the three valleys area whilst the others atiended ski school
and practiced on the easier slopes arcund Meribel itself. In the
aftermoons and the one day with no ski school, the whole group got
together with the more experienced skiers giving the others the
doubiful benefit of their advice and example. We also made ane trip
together deep info the Courchevel valley which turned imo a rather
hair raising and character bullding experience for the novices as we
nagofisted a iricky red run on the way back to Meribal.

Wa had marvelous weather and pretty good snow conditions except
foricy patches on the over used lower slopes leading back 1o the
village at the and of the day, Fresh snow on Friday made us very
envicus of those taking our place for the net weelk,

Maost evenings were spent chatting and playing cards round a blazing
log fire in our comfortable chalet whers the food, wine, faciities and
pervice were of a very high standard. On Wednesday, we enjoved an
exceflent dinner at a nearby restaurant whare starters sampled
included snails {(Adrian), frogs legs (Douwglas) and very hot anion soup
and the main courses were of a size which précluded us trying the
indecently vast swests.

A% ihe and of the week approached talk tumed 1o the timdng and venus
for a repeat trip, the younger mambars showing lass concern far the
constraints of next year's mock GCSEs than the adults. We wara a
litle disappolnted that the early enthusiasm did not result in greater
numbers on the trip but all those who did go had a great tima and look
forward to dosng it again, perhaps with a few additional people.

Keilh Jeremiak
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Gatting back fo 2001, we have an aclive programme salling planned at
the club; some new programme ideas, with Kenl Scouts, to attract
more youngsters fo sailing; 2 sail camp between Upnor and
Whitslable; plans to put some of the Scouts through their RYA training
and GMCSS (Global Maritime Distress and Safaty System) conversion
courses for those in owr team with VHF Marine qualifications. Over the
Iasl year wa have also had members complete their RYA/DoT Small
Craft Basic Survival Course - grast fun but hopefully
something we will not have fo use to often in 2001

So thal us up to date, we hope to mest you all during
the new saason and catch up with yousr news.

David Wraight

¢* Miracles in Meribel

The idea of a Miracle fleet skiing trip was propased
at a well aftended Chinesa meal organised by Colin
Treadwell [ast winter. A high proportion of those
prasent were either skiers or interested in frying the
sporl. The Jeremiahs offered to lcok into the possibilities and,
following the meal, Christina put together a brief report on
accommadation and resor options and costs which was circulated to
all the flest and one or two &x members who we knew lo be interested,

Final take up of the trip was rather lewer than hoped but on January 13
2001, Peter and Douglas Homer met up with Keith and Christina for
the air and coach joumey to Meribel in France and ware joined by
Adrian, Carcl and Michedle Lindar and their friend Peler Bohes, who
had travelled by road all the way from Talford.

We were slaying In @ small catered chalet a little way outside and
bedow Mesibel. This proved very satisfactory with a gentle walk and 8
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Thesa photographe are poor quality because they have been scanned
in from a contast sirp but | also have the negalives - black and white
film, of coursa! - a0 if anyone has the inclination to enlarge them
pleasa get in fouch,

White w are about it, does anyone have pholographs showing the
“Bleriot"? This was a featura of the club every Sunday up to 1984, For
newear members this might b= a rather strange and cryplic reference. |
promize all will be revealed in tha next issua!

Paud Absolor

{with help from archive material sent in by members)
—r
Thiz photo shows the pipes being

laid to drain the pond. it was taken
in the vicinity of the barbeque.

A bugy work party, Does anyone
rernember being thera on Sunday
17 March 18747 Fashions cerainly
change - not & flaess in sight.

Not guite sure what it's doing hane,
but this was the beast that filled the
pond.
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Frosthite Series 2000

The Millennium Cpen Frostbite Series held at the club from Sunday
Bth Nowvember to 1 7ih Decamber disappointingly only altracted tweanhy-
four entries, sl from the home club.

The serigs should have consisted of thirteen races, seven to count.
But three of the recas had to b abandanad due fo nesr gale forcs
winds and additionally tha long course Tieetl lost out when [ack of wind
prevented a finlsh within the two-hour time Bmit, This l=ft five races o
count Tor the long course and slx The shor course.

Overall Results - Long Course

Cless Sall e Helm Creay Pts Posiifon
|Flraball 14808 Tony Hunt lar Parris 7 1
Phantom 985 Nedl Lamprell 8 2
Lasard000 4408 David Mazon Stuart Mason 17 3
Osprey 555 Tim Kift J Shentorv' Offer 17 4
RE400 oS54 Chris Ashby  Mika Smith 18 5
Contender 614 Martin Jones 24 8
Wiayfarer 9700 Brian Lamb  Bran Wansick 25 T
Laser 143524  Gandon Bealcher 28 8
Osprey 1182 J Cragood Mathew Wynn a2 a
Wny'erEf B84 Bob Dutton  Peter Goad 35 10
4043 iChris Mason Richard Brewster 48 "
Wwfarer 10120 Brian Ward  Alan Bailey B3 12
Rs400 G458 Biuce Parker Andrea Etheridge 70 12

The final race of the saries was orucial for daciding the top placing in
baoth fiests, However, with caim conditions i became apparent thal the
wind would become a major factor in the outcarma.

The contendars for top $pol in the long course evant were Tany Hunt
and lan Parris salling Tony’s Fireball with three firsts and bwo saconds
and Mail Lamprell in his Phantom an thres firsts, a secand and a third,
but Mell had to win this race to clalm victory overall.

The start was postponad for fiftzen minutes when the wind eppaared to
ke picking up. Soon after the start though tha pine strong flaat was

(" (OURSAT,
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S0, 2001 and nearly the salling seeson, what are we hoping for nexi?
Decent salling weather would be a start. Like many club members, ouw
salfling last year was severely curtalled by the varlability of the
waather. While we had some good days, there was often toa much
wind or too litthe wind and many sailing aclivities came to nathing,

JAVS, The premier 2ailing event for Kent Scouts, which aims to
provide an introduction to salling, canoeing, windsurfing, offshora
sailing, scuba diving, power boals and banana tows over two days &t
Whitstable, saw instead Scouts playing five-a-side football, visiting the
oystar museum, hiking and just about anything that had nothing to do
wiln the stormy waters,

Far our own Group oo much wind can bring a particular problem.
Having old boats we know & bit more wind can push the sailors’
performance; however, [t also pushes the boats and we know (mostly
through bits falling off in the past) just how far our boats can be
pushed. Don't get us wrong we are not salling around in balsa wood
craft just craft that need a bit of TLC.

Omne of things we will not be doing next year |s managing two Topper
Topaz dinghles, We fook these on both o support Kent Scouts and as
& way to develop our Group's experiance in the direction salling seems
to be going. 11 was a promising idea bul Iika the club our Group has a
limited amount of support and &8 the Topaz dinghles both had the
early and more “iddly” (resd oo many bits to get lost on assembly
or to damage while sailing’) mast rig we found that we spent more time
maintaining them than using them, padicularly as they were in great
demand around the county. In future they vill be left permanently
rigged and used only on Bewd Water - that will at least save on ot
shacklas,

Like the club, our Group has been refurbishing its headquarters in
2000, Mow we have an iImpressive new hall for the times we are not at
the club, We are curmanily applying for grants that will allow us 10
camplete work on the rest of the building and provide a dinghy storage
and repair area. The Cub Scoul leaders tend (o complain If they have
o climb over the boals the Scouts have feft in the hall - strangely the
Cub Scouls seem to think i is great fun,

| Ovorall Results - Short Course
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drifting back over the line on the ebb tide. However, David and Stuart
Mason and Tim Kift and John Shenton eventually discoversd a light
breeze sufficient for them to round the club buay,

After struggling downriver for over an hour they wisre pul out of thedr
mesery whan the race was shortened fo finish at buoy 30. The Masons
crossed the line for first place followed sevan minuies later by Kift/
Shenton, They wera than tied on seventeen points but their win
sacured third place for the Masons with Tim, John and Steve being
relegated 1o fourth.

Althaugh Nel perssvered and came in third, he had to settle for
runners-up spot on aggragate with Hunt/Parris taking the titte by a one
point margin evan though they had been unable to round the windward
mark and had retirad. Chiris Ashby and Mike Smith (RS5400) finlshad
far fifth place in the series. Martin Jones was unforiunats not o be in
tha top fivae. He picked up two firste, a thind and a fifth in the aarly
racas of tha sares but on the other occasions whan ha had been
available, racing had been abandoned, so could anly claim sixth place.

Class SallMoe Helm Crew Piz Position
Topper 40065  Adam Treadwell 18 i
Miracla 3795 David Hudson Jackse Hudson 17 2
LaserR. 187877  Andrew Smith 20 3
La=ar 160330 Jusiin Slucs 23 4
Miracle 3718 Chris Wallis  Ming Wallis 29 i
Miracle 3805 Peter Homer David Brooker 30 &
Laser 2000 2328 Bob Janes  Terry Eaglestone 34 7
Topper 37332 Douglas Homer 40 B
Miracla 3722 C Treadwell  Lauren Treadwell 43 g
Mirase 2420 L ORourke Paul Morley 56 10
Miracle 263 Chiis Vincenl-Bannett 70 11

The situation was similer for fop spot in the shon course with Adam
Treadwell (Topper) going into the final race on 16 points and David
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ard Jackia Hudson (Miractke) on 17 paints,

The Hudsons needed to come out on tap to achieve overall success,
but this was not to ba. Cf the nine starfers only Andrew Smith (Radial
Lagar) and Jusfin Sluce (Laser) were able to complete the shortened
one kap courss within the two-hour ime limit. Andrew did remarkable
well to find enough wind to finish on the hour, fiftsen minutes ahead of
Justin, getling respaciively third and fourth places overall,

Meamwhile, Adam had decided o take an early lunch soon after the
start but the Hudsons perssvered to the end, enly giving up when they
were unabile to finish within the time limit. This gave a well-deserved
victory to Adam and the Hudson duo had to be content with second
slot. Chris and Nina Wallis had done encugh previcusly in their Miracle
to take fifth prize and Peter Hormer and David Brooker had the
consolation of being awarded the first Miracle prize.

Roy Winnett

01534 861564 E-mail roywinneti@caredfree nel

TRAINING 2001

Here is the fraining programme for 2001:

| RYA Level 2 Course Junior Week

ba 14ih Apil Z8th August to 15t Seplember
s 22nd April ¢  Start Saling Stages 1.2 & 3.

L 18th May i |* White and Red Racing badges
[ * Bth June I

Arrangements can be made for Power Boat and Safety Boat Courses.
CHber levels in tha Autumn if thera 5 a demand.

Tom Sims
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We knew when we bought our RE200 we would not sall togather far
long, Katie does not have my passion for sailing and now has study
and social commitments, althowgh her prority is soclal and then study.
Where did | go wrang with har? If | hit her any harder my hand would
hirt; | might not be able to Bt my tea,

So why do | want light winds?

As | arm now crew leas, | have decided to change to an REE00. Those
of you who saw ma sail Nel Ashby's, should be raally laughing By now,
Having decided for such a radical change in bosi, | heve refledied on
previous sailing goals ;-

With the Fireball and the last full season Mell Ashby sailed with me, we
set out to win every cub event for which we were eligible. Did not
achieve that geal, last event of the season, Laving-up-Cup was a flat
calm, Renowned for my love of light airs sailing, we did nof go on
wialer,

With RS200 and Katia, fo improve on last year and win two events this
yaar, Did not achieve this goal, thank you Mr Lamprell. Siipped in a
late goal for 2000 to win both Bosun's and Commodora’s frophies,
which | achieved but i1 lakes a ot of explaining 5o | won't bore you,

CGoalks far first Season in RSBS00 —

" ot to be a liabllity on the waler — never achieved this goal
previously

* To keep the mast facing upward and air in my lungs - we won't
vote on this one

+  Tofinish a race - it's a mirache e.g. the song by Gusan
not the cless of dinghy

¢ To finizh a race in a position equivalent o the 500's
speed e.g. not bealen over water by slower dinghies

. Hopa 1o see you on water soon, | wiil probably be in it
Iaw Powris
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Or, please can we have light winds (did you ever think you would hear
me say that!) and | need ancther cup of tea,

You may remember an arlicle last yvear by my daughier Katle (Ratbag)
Parris, "Sailing With My Father”, A year or and we have moved on!

Extract fraom Katie's artiche:

“For those that don't know us, my sailing expenience s very
limited and dads’ previous crews, have gone in to caravans,
started a family, gone round the world, had major hearf surgery
or just done amything shorf of suicide, to gel away from him! Naot
that | am suggesting he can be argumentalive or just plain
awkward, bul others who have salled/sulfered with hirm know
e truthy” {Don't ask Tony Hunt he makes me look a Saint)

Katie decided that her way out of sailing with me was o bregk a finger,
while planing Baskathall &t school. She came home with finger at a
funny angle, | came home o be told don't take your jacket off, we are
taking Katie to hospital, no you can't have a cup of tea. The jury is il
out on if this is an ecceptable way o get out of creming for mel

It did introduce the Parms housahold to the new Dartfard hospital, first
impressions wera good, it was clean, light bulba worked in the sigms
and wa quickly located the ARE unil. Katie (Ralbag) was really P7277
off when the receplionist informed her she was a child (ha, ha} and
directed us to the children's walling room, nice piciures of Pooh Bear
and Postman FPat. Howewver, no fea machines! You can't have hok
flulds in hare sir, except your blood pressure, £2.50 for the car park
(that came out of Katie's pocket money) later we left, Conclusion —
nice hoapital, stafl ware great, samea old walt and car park s
Expensive

Deniss and Kalie went back o hospilal nexl day to see specialist, e
forbade ber from sports for six weeks. Katie asked if this included
salling with me, the specialist had no hesitation in giving her a
cartificate, siating she was not fit io sail, or get tea for me. Howewver,
she was not excused from homework or keeping har room fidy (ha,
ha).
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Turkey and Back in 5 Weeks

We had a Brand new Volvo courtesy of the makers and a Mercedes
from the RY A We had the drivers - lan Clinghan, Dave Melior, Brian
Lygoe and myssll. Thames Water subsidised the fual costs and then
we wera ready to go to the Laser Radial Worlds.

| mat the others in Belgium for the Flanders regatta and with just one
night spent in a very wat and vary lsaky ten and we were offl The
drive was fantastic only stopping for fuel and a change of drivers we
rushed through the Benelux countries nto Switzerand and beyond into
ltaly. Yve stopped in Bari for the night which was just as wall becausa |
managed to get the traller sluck on a tight comer and we fook ages to
free [t with a 100 [tafians helping us by blasting their homs.

We drove the next day to Brindisl to wait for the famy. We had a panic
whan the Valvo's battery went flat but a friendly Turk jump stared tha
car for us. We spert a couple of days an a farry thal Humphrey Bogart
st have usad in Cazabianca. The highlight of the trip was tha cruise
through the Corinth canal,

Thee sailing was greal and the trips out in the coaching boats | had with
the coaches (both Clympic hopefuls) was 20
informative. Andrew found the

compeatithon tough with marny
teams fielding their owm
Cilymplc stars and 0 he was
pleasad to finish in the 100's
with the odd good result in
fhe 20'8.

After the third week the

I

=
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Vohva set off for home with the boals that were needed for the
Mationals. We were o lake the Mercadas af the finish of the Open
event The sailing sventually came to an end and we wers on the long
journey home. We got off the ferry with a sigh of relief that we had
arrived in Haly safe and sound. We had on & scare whilst we watched
he crew trying to learn how 1o put on a life jackels and most of them
getting it wiong.

We drove through Italy with smoke pouring out of the Mercedes. By
the time we were In Itaty it was really bad and a5 we passed the
boundary info Franca the Mercedes broke down In a [ake of oil. There
was bad news al the Garage, because the Merc was |ust out of
guarantee the garage were refusing 1o fix it for 8 weelk, The RYA
swung into aclion and pressure was applled and Mercedes instructed
the garage to do the work. Several hundred pounds poorer and we
Ware on our way home.

Maxt year the worlds are gt a local event - Barsslona!

Johwv Smiliv

[Edifar's note- thare are lofs of picfures and repors svaileble af
Pt pefieww daserinfarmations argiradwrids)
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